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Song Her Sent via facsimile and US Mail
State Water Resources Controt Board

1001 | Street, 24™ Floor

Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Ms. Her:

The County of San Diego (County) has reviewed the Draft National Pollution Discharge
Elimination System General Permit No. CAR000002, Waste Discharge Requirements for
Discharges of Storm Water Runoff Associated with Construction Activity (Permit) and has
" concemns with some of the requirements. We have compiled our concerns on the enclosed
fable.

There are several requirements in the Permit that deter the ability of the County to
construct and inspect projects. These sections are as follows:

Section I1X. Project Implementation Reguirements

- The Permit considers discharges that exceed Numeric Effluent Limitations (NEL) to be
noncompliant. There is no explanation as to the source of the exceedance. This implies

that flows entering the construction project that exceed the NEL would result in a

noncompliance for the project. In addition, there is no discussion on how to remedy the

noncompliance. )

Please consider revising this section to differentiate between run-on from surrounding
areas and the construction site runcff.

Section IX.G. Active Treatment Systems (ATS) :

The Permit requires projects that contain soils with 10% particle size smaller than 0.02 mm
to deploy an Active Treatment System (ATS). The 10% value is low enough that this
requirement coulcl potentially apply to a large portion of the construction projects in the
region. Thereby, the cost of the construction projects could significantly increase as a
result of implementing ATS measures. The County is concerned that the ATS requirement
would force construction projects to severely limit active areas because the required ATS
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capture system must treat 1.5 times the volume of water generated by a 10 year, 24 hour
storm. This storage volume is significantly large when considering the average annual
rainfall. The Courty is also concerned with the chemical additives that can be used to meet
the ATS. These chemicals may impact downstream organisms if used in excessive
amounts. It will be difficult to limit the amount of chemicals applied given the dynamic
nature of construction projects and the number of potential discharge points for runoff.

Please consider reducing the sizing 'requirements for the capture system and limiting the
use of chemical additives to only those that can be proven to be safe for downsiream
organisms. The capture system could be sized to the average rain event with a 50% factor
of safety. :

Section IX.K. New Development and Re-development Storm Water Performance
Standards ‘

The Permit addresses hydromodification through the construction and post-construction
phase. However, the Permit's approach fo hydromodification does not take into account
factors such as the current condition of the channel, the soil type, and amount of
urbanization. In addition, some municipalities are already subject to other
hydromodification requirements established in other NPDES permits.

Please consider eliminating this section from the Permit Though the Couﬁty understands
the concerns regarding hydromodification, it should be handled through other NPDES
permits.

The County is in agreement that a revision to the current General NPDES Permit for
Construction Activities is needed. However, the revisions should not hamper nor prevent
our ability to corstruct projects. Thank you for allowing us the opportunity to provide
comments on this Draft Permit.

If you have any questions, please contact me at (858) 694-3672 or email at
Cid.Tesoro@sdcounty.ca gov. _

Sincerely,

%
CID TESORO, Manager
Department of Public Works

cc: - Rich Crompton — Department of P_ub!ic Works

Enclosure
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